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PERSONNEL  DETAILS— Continued 
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Miss  V.  E.  M.  Finbow,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  (Queen’s). 

Miss  A.  Garrett,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.  Commenced  3rd  July,  1951. 
Miss  A.  Girdlestone,  S.E.A.N.,  C.M.B. 
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Miss  A.  E.  Hickes,  S.E.A.N.,  C.M.B. 
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Dental  Attendants: 
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Miss  Norbury.  Left  31st  October,  1951. 

Miss  Dawson.  Commenced  6th  November,  1951. 
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Assistant  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse: 
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PERSONNEL  DETAILS— Continued 
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Miss  D.  M.  A.  Hammond.  Commenced  28th  May,  1951. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Hatton.  Left  28th  February,  1951. 

Miss  B.  A.  Jackson.  Left  26th  May,  1951. 

Miss  H.  M.  Johnson. 

Mrs.  M.  Matthews.  Commenced  7th  March,  1951. 

Ambulance  Service: 

Depot  Officer:  T.  G.  Woodhouse. 

ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  OFFICER  S 

DEPARTMENT ; 

^Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Officer: 

JOHN  MARRIOTT,  Chartered  Municipal  Engineer,  M.I.Mun.E. 
A.M.T.P.I.,  M.Inst.P.C.,  M.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A. 

^Deputy  Surveyor  and  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Officer: 

WILLIAM  LEONARD  BARNSLEY,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Assistant  Surveyor  and  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector: 

PETER  TELFORD,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A 

General  Foreman  (Public  Health) : 

Brian  Wood. 

General  Foreman  (Water) : 

Norman  Rhodes. 

Clerk  of  Works  (Housing  and  Engineering): 

Frederick  Clarkson. 

Draughtsman  Clerk: 

Peter  Simmons.  To  28th  July,  1951. 

Thomas  H.  Whitehouse. 

Shorthand  Typist: 

Miss  M.  Strothard.  To  30th  June,  1951. 

Miss  V.  Irving. 

Junior  Assistant: 

Miss  S.  Kerr. 

Consultant  Engineer: 

Wilf.  K.  Rodwell,  Chartered  Civil  Engineer  A.M.I.C.E.,  A. M.I.Mun.E 

Consultant  Architects: 

W.  A.  Jones,  F.R.I.B.A. 

G.  A.  Burnett,  A.R.I.B.A. 

C.  W.  C.  Needham,  F.S.A.,  F.R.I.B.A.,  M.T.P.I. 

R.  B.  Armistead,  F.R.I.B.A. 

^Exchequer  contributions  to  the  salaries  of  these  Officers 
under  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933 
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Wetherby  House, 

WETHERBY. 
August,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wetherby  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  present  my  fifth  Annual 
Report  relating  to  the  year  1951. 

The  statistics  are  very  interesting.  The  number  of 
births  and  deaths  and  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate  are 
almost  precisely  the  same  as  in  1950.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  must  be  an  all  time  record  low.  The?  maternal 
mortality  rate  is,  unfortunately,  very  high  compared  with 
previous  experience  here  and  also  compared  with  other 
districts,  but  this  figure  is  liable  to  violent  fluctuation  by 
reason  of  the  small  numbers  involved.  The  death  rates 
from  cancer  and  heart  disease  were  relatively  high. 

In  the  field  of  environmental  health,  despite  earnest 
endeavour  on  the  Council’s  part,  we  did  not  get  that  progress 
which  we  should  all  have  liked  to  have  seen.  In  particular 
the  figure  for  completed  Council  houses  is  distressing  to  all 
concerned,  but  it  is  hoped  plans  for  the  current  year  will 
result  in  a  much  better  figure  being  produced. 

The  report  is  augmented  by  a  resumee  of  the  work  of  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  from  the  County  Council  angle  and 
I  trust  members  of  the  District  Council  will  find  the  facts 
and  figures  of  interest. 

To  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Council  and 
to  the  Chairmen  of  the  respective  Committees  of  the  Council, 
I  would  like  to  extend  thanks  for  your  continued  assistance 
and  forbearance  during  the  year. 

As  you  would  expect  other  Officers  in  the  several 
Departments  of  the  Council’s  staff  have  been  continuously 
helpful  and  co-operative. 

To  the  staff  of  my  own  office,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  extend 
thanks  for  continuous  hard  work  and  enthusiasm. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  1. 


REPORT  AS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  64,424 

Populataion  1931  Census  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16,317 

Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate  mid-1951  . .  20,530 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . ,  . .  . .  . .  6,048 

Rateable  Value  31/3/52  .  £140,584 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  31/3/52  ..  ..  ..  ..  £560 

District  Council  General  Rate  1951/52  ..  ..  ..  5/8 

County  Council  General  Rate  1951/52  ..  ..  ..  12/6 


2  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

128 

138 

266 

Illegitimate 

4 

8 

12 

Totals  .  .  132  .  .  146  .  .  278 


Birth  Rate  per  thousand  population 
Stillbirths  7.  Rate  per  thousand  total  birth 
Illegitimate  live  births  represent  4  per  cent,  of  total  live 
births. 

Total  Deaths  from  all  Causes  258.  Crude  Death  Rate  per 
thousand  population 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  thousand  population 
Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth 
was 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year :  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (3) 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  (3) 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages) 


13.5 

25.2 


12.6 

12.4 

2.0 

10.8 

11.2 

41 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 
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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Comparable  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1951 
Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Figures 


BIRTH  RATE:— 

Wet  herb  v 
Rural 

Aggregate 

West 

Riding 

Rural 

West 

Riding 

Admin. 

England 
&  Wales 
(Provi¬ 
sion  al 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

(Per  1,000  estimated  population) 

13.5 

16.5 

15.8 

15.5 

DEATH  RATES  :  — 

(All  per  1,000  estimated  popula- 

tion)  All  Causes 

12.6 

10.7 

12.7 

12.5 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis.  excl. 

Tub.,  incl.  Syph..  and  other 

V.D . 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

* 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

0.10 

0.22 

0.24 

0.28 

Tuberculosis  Other 

— 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

Cancer  . 

2.14 

1.56 

1.80 

1.96 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

System . 

1.27 

1.33 

1.72 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

5.02 

3.72 

4.72 

Respiratory  Diseases  . .  . .  1.85 

Maternal  Mortality  (Deaths  of 

1.55 

1.81 

* 

mothers  in  childbirth  per 

1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  . . 

7.02 

1.24 

0.93 

0.79 

Infant  Mortality 

11 

34 

32 

30 

*Figures  not  available. 
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COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT 
_  From  1937  to  Date  _ 

Estimated 

Year  Population  Natural  Variation  Live  Births  Deaths 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 


Registrar-GeneraFs  Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  in 

the  District  during  1951 


Cause 

1.  Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

2.  Tuberculosis  (Other)  . 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

4.  Diphtheria . 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  Infectious  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Stomach) 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Lung,  Bronchus) 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast) 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  (Uterus)  . .  . .  • 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia  (Aleukaemia) 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18.  Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

22.  Influenza  . 

23.  Pneumonia . 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29.  Hyperpiasia  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

34.  All  other  Accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Number 

Male  Female  Total 
1  1  2 

1  —  1 


1  —  1 

5  3  8 

4  1  5 

6  6 

1  1 

16  5  21 

3  3 

3  3 

9  17  26 

24  8  32 

2—2 

17  33  50 

11  8  19 

5  3  8 

5  7  12 

12  5  17 

1  —  1 

1  1  2 

2—2 
3—3 
1  —  1 

2  2 

1  1 

6  10  16 

5—5 
14  5 

3—3 


Total  .  .  136  122  258 
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From  the  Registrar-General’s  list  of  causes  of  death  in 
the  District  during  1951,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most 
frequent  causes  of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  so 
registered,  and  the  corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand 


population  were:  — 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease  . . 

Cancer  . 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  . . 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Influenza 


103  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  5.02 

44  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  2.14 

26  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.27 

17  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.82 

12  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.58 

8  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.39 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  report  that  only  twenty 
Council  houses  were  completed  during  1951.  Preparatory 
work  went  ahead,  however,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
number  of  completed  houses  in  1952  will,  in  consequence, 
be  materially  increased. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  the  Wetherby  District 
Water  Company’s  undertaking  were  not  finalized  during  the 
year,  but  the  Water  Committee  continued  its  efforts  to 
improve  the  provision  of  an  adequate  and  satisfactory  water 
supply  throughout  the  whole  district.  Discussion  took  place 
on  the  necessity  for  softening  the  water  supply  especially  in 
the  Eastern  area  and  there  are  good  grounds  for  thinking 
the  Council  will  endeavour  to  carry  out  a  scheme  as  soon 
as  present  financial  stringency  allows. 

The  Thorp  Arch  Sewerage  Scheme  and  the  Western 
Area  Sewerage  Scheme,  although  endorsed  by  the  Ministry, 
had  not  yet  been  started  and  unfortunately,  once  again, 
restrictions  on  capital  expenditure  would  appear  to  be  likely 
to  delay  these  schemes  for  a  further  period  of  time. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
during  the  year:  — 


Total 

Cases 
sent  to 

Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

13 

11 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

188 

3 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

574 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

6 

— 

12 

Erysipelas .  . 

5 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

11 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

Comments 

800 

15 

12 

Whooping  Cough  and  Measles 

The  epidemics  of  whooping 

cough 

and  measles 

which 

started  towards  the  end  of  1950  have  continued  well  into 
1951  and  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  included  in  the  table 
above  reflect  the  size  of  the  problem.  It  is  pleasing  to  be 
able  to  report  the  inauguration  of  a  scheme  for  immunisa¬ 
tion  against  whooping  cough  under  the  auspices  of  the 
County  Council. 

Pneumonia 

The  fact  that  more  deaths  from  pneumonia  came  to  our 
notice  than  through  notifications  of  the  disease  is  not  an 
unusual  state  of  affairs. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  eleven  notified  cases  represent  the  total  number 
of  cases  arising  out  of  three  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning. 
Each  outbreak  was  investigated  and  although  the  causative 
organism  was  found  it  was  not  possible  to  state  with 
certainty  the  way  in  which  the  outbreak  originated.  The  fact 
that  the  Council  drew  up  bye  laws  made  at  ensuring  cleanli¬ 
ness  in  food  preparation  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  AT  31  DECEMBER,  1951 
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Boosting  doses  were  given  in  64  cases  during  1951. 

It  is  estimated  43  per  cent,  of  children  under  5  years  of  age  and  60  per  cent,  of  children  5 — 14  years  of  age  were 
immunised  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Report  as 

Divisional  Medical  Officer 

for  1951 
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PART  II.  REPORT  AS  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


Once  again  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  Divisional  Health 
Office  is  inserted  in  the  annual  health  report  with  a  view  to 
acquainting  the  District  Council  with  a  Summary  of  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  area  from  the  County  Council  angle. 

The  fact  of  being  without  whole-time  medical  assistance 
most  of  the  year  has  been  a  severe  handicap  especially 
affecting  routine  school  medical  inspection.  It  is  even  more 
regrettable  to  have  to  report  when  writing  in  August,  1952, 
that  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  immediate  prospect  of 
whole-time  medical  assistance  being  available. 

In  addition  throughout  the  whole  of  1951,  the  Divisional 
Health  Office  continued  to  work  with  the  lack  of  one 
additional  member  of  the  clerical  staff.  Though  the  need  is 
generally  recognised  sanction  to  the  appointment  is  still 
awaited. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  picture,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able 
to  express  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Visitors 
and  Home  Nurse-Midwives  who  work  in  this  Division.  More 
and  more  does  one  become  aware  of  the  warm  place  these 
ladies  occupy  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  they  serve.  For 
their  loyalty  to  their  work  I  have  the  privilege  of 
commending  them. 

Similarly,  one  must  speak  of  the  work  of  the  members 
of  the  Home  Help  service.  In  an  area  such  as  ours  whole¬ 
time  work  in  this  capacity  cannot  be  guaranteed.  It  is  all 
the  more  creditable  that  enrolled  members  are  prepared  to 
give  service  at  short  notice  and  having  commenced  work 
regulate  attendance  on  the  needs  of  the  case  often  times 
giving  service  voluntarily  outside  what  can  be  authorised 
under  the  scheme. 


SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

Routine  periodic  school  medical  examinations  were 
carried  out  on  343  children.  152  re-inspections  of  defects 
found  at  previous  examinations  were  recorded.  In  the  total 
of  343  children  seen  routine  107  items  of  defect  were 
discovered.  5%  of  the  children  seen  were  estimated  below 
average  nutrition. 

The  School  Nurses  conducted  12;690  cleanliness 
examinations  during  the  year  and  discovered  112  children 
showing  signs  of  infestation  with  lice. 

Attendance  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics  in  Swillington, 
Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  totalled  81  in  the  year. 
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The  following  figures  relate  to  dentistry  carried  out  in 
the  Division:  — 

Tadcaster  Wetherby  Total 


Rural 

Rural 

Number  of  children  inspected 

2066 

3377 

5443 

Number  of  children  found  to  require 
treatment 

1699 

1832 

3531 

Number  of  children  offered  treat¬ 
ment 

1363 

1586 

3949 

Number  of  children  treated  ... 

1015 

1155 

2170 

Number  of  attendances 

1389 

2050 

3439 

Number  of  extractions — 

Temporary  teeth . 

1221 

1072 

2293 

Permanent  teeth . 

122 

63 

185 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  ... 

Number  of  fillings — 

26 

15 

41 

• 

Temporary  teeth . 

76 

414 

490 

Permanent  teeth . 

1543 

935 

2478 

Number  of  other  treatments — 

Temporary  teeth . 

89 

107 

196 

Permanent  teeth  ... 

134 

172 

306 

Consultative  clinics  operated  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  following  statistics  apply — 


Eye  Clinic 

261  children  were  examined,  spectacles  being  prescribed 
in  118  cases.  By  arrangement  made  with  the  Hospital 
Management  Committees  of  York  and  Harrogate  we  were 
told  that  46  children  had  obtained  glasses  prescribed  during 
the  year  before  the  year  ended. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 

93  children  attended  the  Monthly  Clinic,  and  44  children 
were  referred  for  operative  treatment;  35  of  the  operations 
had  been  carried  out  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Paediatric  Clinic 

31  children  made  64  attendances.  Dr.  Prosser  from 
Harrogate  has  attended  this  clinic  regularly  throughout  the 
year  and  we  have  gained  much  assistance  from  him  in  regard 
to  children  living  in  the  area. 
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Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

On  the  30th  September,  1951,  we  lost  the  services  of 
Mrs.  Snow  who  had  worked  in  the  Division  for  the  best  part 
of  three  years.  Miss  Dunkley  who  also  works  in  Ripon  and 
Harrogate  took  over  the  clinic  from  her,  but  unfortunately 
is  not  able  to  give  the  same  amount  of  time  in  our  area  as 
Mrs.  Snow.  58  cases  received  treatment  during  the  year  and 
19  cases  were  still  awaiting  attention  from  the  Speech 
Therapist  at  the  year  end. 


Sunray  Clinic 

117  cases  received  treatment. 


Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Mrs.  Spurr  who  had  worked  in  the  Division  for  almost 
exactly  a  year  left  on  the  30th  June  and  has  not  been 
replaced. 

The  total  number  of  home  visits  made  by  the  Health 
Visitors  for  all  purposes  was  14,857. 

The  mobile  clinic  on  order  by  the  County  Council  has 
not  yet  been  delivered  and  we  still  hope  to  have  our  share 
in  the  use  of  this  vehicle  when  it  comes  to  hand. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  attended  by  221  expectatnt 
mothers  on  931  occasions.  114  mothers  attended  117  times  for 
Post-Natal  purposes. 

At  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  a  total  of  1,396  children 
below  the  age  of  5  years  made  8,968  attendances. 

At  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home,  540  babies  wer 
born,  275  to  mothers  from  outside  the  Division.  212  children 
were  born  at  home  in  the  Division.  174  normal  residents 
here  had  babies  born  outside  the  area. 

The  total  number  of  premature  babies  born  was  46,  of 
whom  7  were  still  births.  5  of  these  premature  babies  were 
born  at  home,  and  the  premature  baby  unit  was  used  on 
one  occasion.  36  of  the  39  premature  babies  born  alive 
survived  over  one  month. 

In  parenthesis,  it  is  of  interest  to  not  in  connection  with 
the  12  years’  investigation  of  premature  babies  born  in  1949, 
that  of  42  premature  babies  born  to  mothers  normally 
resident  here,  5  have  left  the  Administrative  County  (it  is 
known  that  at  least  3  are  still  surviving),  and  of  the 
remaining  37,  30  have  attained  the  age  of  2  years. 
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In  last  year’s  report  a  brief  account  was  given  of  the 
additional  services  available  for  mothers  and  young 
children.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
3  mothers  were  sent  to  the  Brighouse  Ante-Natal  Hostel,  that 
44  domiciliary  confinements  made  use  of  gas  and  air 
analgesia,  and  that  it  is  a  rarity  for  a  patient  to  refuse  blood 
investigation  in  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Midwifery 

Statutory  Notices  received  from  Midwives 

1.  Death  of  (a)  Mother  . 

(b)  Child . 

2.  Stillbirths  . 

3.  Substitution  of  Artificial  Feeding 

4.  Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection 

5.  Medical  Aids  issued  because  of  compli 

cations  arising  in/during — 

(a)  Pregnancy  . 

(b)  Labour  . 

(c)  Lying-in  . 

(d)  The  Child  . 

Home  Nursing 

Miss  Pickles,  the  District  Nurse-Midwife,  formerly 
employed  by  the  Ainsty  Nursing  Association  in  the  Askham 
Bryan  area  retired  on  reaching  the  age  limit  on  the  28th 
February,  1951,  and  we  pay  tribute  to  her  conscientious  work 
throughout  a  long  number  of  years.  Miss  Glennie,  the 
District  Nurse-Midwife  in  the  Bishopthorpe  area  was  absent 
sick  throughout  the  year  and  we  are  indebted  to  Miss 
Garratt  for  so  ably  filling  the  gap. 

It  was  a  great  shock  to  all  those  who  knew  her  when 
Miss  Sellers,  the  relief  District  Nurse-Midwife  in  the 
Wetherby  area  died  on  the  10th  November,  1951.  It  seemed 
regrettable  that  one  with  such  a  zest  for  living  should  have 
to  die  so  young. 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  Division  attended  1,546  cases, 
necessitating  31,425  visits  in  the  year. 
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Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-Care 

Private  Practitioners  reported  having  carried  out 
complete  immunisations  in  201  cases,  and  vaccinations  in 
358  cases  during  1951. 
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The  whole-time  Tuberculosis  Visitor  paid  1,411  visits  to 
the  homes  of  her  patients. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  was  used  on  3  children  living  here. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Tuberculosis  Physicians, 
152  orders  for  extra  nourishment  were  issued  during  the  year. 
26  patients  were  still  receiving  this  extra  on  the  31st 
December,  1951. 

Mental  Health  Social  Work  continued  to  be  conducted 
by  Miss  Buck  during  the  year,  and  at  the  31st  December, 
1951,  she  had  58  cases  under  legal  or  voluntary  supervision. 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

The  number  of  cases  supplied  with  a  Home  Help,  and 


the  reason  for  the  service  is  as  follows:  — 

1.  Illness  . 

43 

2. 

Lying-in  . 

50 

3. 

Expectant  Mothers 

5 

4. 

Aged  . 

36 

5. 

Children  of  School  Age  ... 

7 

141 

These  cases  received  18,566  hours’  service. 


Liaison  with  Other  Departments 

It  is  believed  Division  No.  9  is  the  only  Health  Office  in 
the  Administrative  County  which  has  the  benefit  of  having 
the  District  Welfare  Officer  and  the  peripheral  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Children’s  Department  under  the  same  roof. 
This  arrangement  is  the  recorded  policy  of  the  County 
Council  and  from  our  experience  here  we  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  benefits  of  such  an  arrangement.  Individually 
Mr.  Moorhouse  and  Miss  Barry  are  constantly  helpful  and 
we  believe  in  reverse  they  find  ready  accessibility  to  the 
Medical  Officer  a  great  help. 

We  find  our  relationship  with  the  Divisional  Officers  of 
the  Architect’s  Department,  the  Eeducation  Department 
and  the  Treasurer’s  Department  of  the  best. 


Welfare  of  the  Aged 

The  inaugural  meetings  of  interested  persons  invited 
to  take  part  in  arrangements  for  the  care  of  the  Aged  in 
the  district  were  held  in  Tadcaster  and  Wetherby  during  the 
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year.  An  executive  committee  for  each  Rural  District  was 
set  up  and  each  committee  has  applied  itself  whole¬ 
heartedly  to  the  encouragements  of  efforts  in  the  Parishes 
to  date.  The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  honoured  to  have 
been  invited  to  become  a  member  of  each  Executive 
Committee. 


Care  of  Children — Neglected  or  Ill-treated  in  their 
own  homes 

The  County  Council  appointed  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
to  be  responsible  for  co-ordinating  efforts  directed  to 
protect  the  interests  of  children  neglected  or  ill-treated  in 
their  own  homes  and  as  a  general  principle  it  was  decided 
to  invite  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  be  Chairman  of 
the  peripheral  committee  set  up  to  consider  the  needs  of 
such  children  in  each  Divisional  Health  area. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  ready  response  of  both 
Rural  District  Councils  in  allowing  their  officers  to  accept 
invitations  to  join  this  committee  and  it  is  very  pleasing  to 
be  able  to  report  the  whole-hearted  interest  of  every 
member  of  the  committee.  The  problems  which  are  brought 
before  the  committee  for  discussion  are  varied  and  difficult 
but  nothing  but  good  can  result  from  mutual  discussions  of 
such  cases. 
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WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR  and  CHIEF  SANITARY  OFFICER 

for  the  year  1951 


Council  Offices, 
Wetherby. 

July,  1952 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Wetherby: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Sixth  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1951  (Public  Cleansing,  Water  Supply  and 
Financial  details  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1952). 

The  Report  consists  of  a  very  brief  review  of  the  work 
of  the  Department,  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  your  Dis¬ 
trict  and  of  the  problems  affecting  the  environmental 
health  services  during  the  year. 

Progress  has  been  steady  in  relation  to  the  development 
of  the  services  of  the  Council  and  although  housing  progress 
has  not  been  as  great  as  the  Council  would  desire,  there  was 
evidence  at  the  year  end  of  a  welcome  acceleration  in 
progress.  I  wish  again  to  take  this  opportunity  of  record¬ 
ing  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  and  support  from  the 
members  of  the  Council,  the  members  of  my  staff  and  from 
other  officers  of  the  Council  and  of  the  various  public 
authorities  with  which  the  work  of  the  department  is 
associated. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MARRIOTT, 
M.Inst.Mun.E.,  A.M.T.P.I., 

M.Inst.,  P.C..,  M.R.San.I.,  F.S.I.A., 
Engineer,  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 
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^Allocation  of  population  to  parishes  is  estimated, 
j  Registrar-General's  Mid-1951  Estimate. 

1951  Census  figure — 20340. 


I.  GENERAL 


(a)  General  Statistics 

Analysis  of  tire  accompanying  table  is  of  interest  and 
shows  very  considerable  progress  in  the  development  of  the 
environmental  health  services.  The  following  is  a  sumnqary 
statement  of  the  present  position: — 


Water  from  public  mains  ... 

No.  of 
houses 

5754 

Percentage 
of  Total 

95.5 

Piped  water  supply  (including  pri- 

vate  sources)  . 

5944 

98.0 

Connected  to  public  sewers 

5210 

86.5 

Satisfactory  drainage  to  public 
sewers  or  private  sewage  dis- 

posal  schemes  . 

5823 

96.0 

Water  closets . 

5245 

87.0 

Earth  closets . 

803 

13.0 

Baths  and  hot  water  supply 

4100 

67.5 

It  is  particularly  noteworthy  that  there  are  only  104 
houses  in  the  Rural  District  which  have  not  a  piped  supply 
of  water  from  either  public  or  private  sources. 

(b)  Legislation 

Two  Acts  of  importance  have  been  placed  on  the 
Statute  Book  this  year,  namely,  the  Pollution  of  Rivers  Act, 
1951,  and  the  Public  Utilities  Street  Works  Act,  1951.  This 
latter  Act  has  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  of  work  as 
it  is  now  essential  under  that  Act,  where  any  opening  of  a 
street  or  prospective  street  is  to  be  carried  out,  that  the 
statutory  procedure  prescribed  by  the  Act  shall  be  followed. 

(c)  Staff  and  Organisation 

During  the  year  Mr.  P.  Simmons  left  the  service  of  the 
Council  as  Draughtsman-Clerk  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Whitehouse 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Similarly  Mrs.  Hunter 
resigned  in  January,  1951;  she  was  followed  by  Miss  M. 
Strothard  who  held  the  appointment  until  September  and 
towards  the  year  end,  Miss  V.  Irving  was  appointed  to  fill 
the  vacancy.  The  junior  assistant,  Miss  K.  McGrath  also 
resigned  in  February,  1951,  and  Miss  S.  Kerr  was  appointed 
in  her  stead.  There  has  again  been  considerable  pressure 
of  work  on  the  clerical  staff  of  the  department  and  many 
of  the  important  records  of  the  Council  are  having  to  be 
compiled  by  the  technical  staff.  The  hope  that  with  the 
passage  of  time  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  the  clerical 
work  has  not  been  realised  and  there  appears  to  be  no 
prospect  of  such  a  reduction  in  the  foreseeable  future.  I 
am  concerned  at  the  amount  of  time  which  the  technical 
officers  are  required  to  spend  on  internal  routine  clerical 
duties  as  there  is  much  work  in  the  district  which  requires 
attention  and  which  cannot  as  yet  be  undertaken. 
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(d)  Manual  Workers 

There  are  now  35  workmen  employed  in  the  department. 

With  the  continued  expansion  of  the  services  and  the 
setting  up  of  a  central  store,  the  present  accommodation  at 
Hallfield,  Wetherby,  has  become  hopelessly  inadequate  and 
during  the  year  your  Committee  has  considered  this  matter 
and  decided  (in  principle)  that  additional  accommodation 
shall  be  provided  at  Hallfield  at  an  early  date.  The  delay 
in  arriving  at  this  decision  has  been  caused  by  negotiations 
for  the  acquisition  of  the  Air  Ministry  depot  at  Wetherby 
but  these  negotiations  became  abortive  during  the  year. 
The  decision  that  the  depot  shall  now  be  permanently  based 
at  Hallfield  will  permit  of  a  steady  development  of  a 
permanent  depot  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

II.  TOWN  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  CONTROL 

(a)  General 

Considerable  time  has  again  been  spent  during  the  year 
in  connection  with  information  required  by  the  County 
Planning  Department  for  various  purposes  and  in  particular 
for  the  County  Development  Plan  which  was  submitted  to 
the  Minister  during  the  year. 

(b)  Control  of  Building  and  Development 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Building  Byelaw  and 
Planning  Development  applications  received  and  dealt  with 
during  the  year: — 

Building  Byelaw  and  Planning  Development 

Applications 

Planning  Applications 


Construc¬ 

tion 

Change 
of  use 

Advts. 

Building 

Byelaws 

Brought  forward  from  1950 

9 

— 

2 

13 

Received  1951 

144 

2 

16 

312 

153 

2 

18 

325 

Approved  . 

92 

— - 

10 

231 

Conditionally  approved  . . . 

42 

2 

3 

68 

Temporary  Buildings 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Refused  . 

9 

— 

2 

11 

Withdrawn . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

143 

2 

17 

313 

Outstanding  31.12.51 

10 

— 

1 

12 

153 

2 

18 

325 
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It  should  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a  slight  reduction 
in  Planning  applications  and  an  increase  in  Building  Byelaw 
applications.  There  has  been  one  Town  Planning  appeal 
in  respect  of  the  use  of  land  for  the  display  of  caravans  for 
sale  and  the  Minister  has  supported  the  Council’s  decision 
that  the  use  of  the  site,  which  would  be  seen  from  some 
distance,  would  seriously  injure  the  residential  and  land¬ 
scape  amenities  of  the  locality.  Accordingly  the  Minister 
decided  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 

Planning  enforcement  notices  have  been  served,  prin¬ 
cipally  in  respect  of  caravans  established  on  sites  without 
the  Council’s  consent.  In  two  cases  the  enforcement  notice 
has  been  complied  with  and  the  caravans  removed.  The 
remaining  three  cases  were  outstanding  at  the  year  end. 

(c)  Industrial  Area,  Wetherby 

The  negotiations  for  the  purchase  and  use  of  the  ex-Air 
Ministry  depot  at  Wetherby  fell  through  during  the  year  as 
the  needs  of  the  Service  are  such  that  they  could  not  release 
this  depot.  In  consequence,  further  examination  of  the 
problem  was  necessary  and  finally  your  Committee  decided 
to  proceed  with  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  junction  of  Sandbeck  Lane  with  the  Great  North 
Road,  Wetherby. 

(d)  Vehicular  Parking,  Wetherby 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  a  large  parking  ground 
of  approximately  one  acre  adjoining  Hallfield  Lane, 
Wetherby,  was  approved  by  the  Home  Office  during  the  year 
and  work  will  commence  early  in  1952.  The  tender  accepted 
amounted  to  £3,995. 

(e)  Tree  Preservation  Orders 

The  Wetherby  Tree  Preservation  Order  No.  1  has  been 
prepared,  approved  by  the  County  Council  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister.  This  covers  principally  the  township  of 
Wetherby.  Work  on  the  Wetherby  Tree  Preservation  Order 
No.  2  (covering  principally  the  sale  area  of  the  Harewood 
Estate)  was  substantially  completed  at  the  year  end  and 
the  scheme  will  be  submitted  early  in  1952. 

(f)  Building  Licensing 

The  monthly  allocation  for  licensable  work  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  £1,713  and  in  consequence  this  has  required  a 
considerable  number  of  visits  and  negotiations  with  appli¬ 
cants  with  a  view  to  the  modification  of  proposals  requiring 
the  issue  of  a  licence.  Your  Committee  has  spent  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  time  in  considering  applications.  The 
following  summary  of  building  licensing  work  carried  out 
does  not  give  a  true  picture  of  the  amount  of  work  which 
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has  been  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  Council’s  licensing 
quota  has  not  been  exceeded.  The  total  value  of  licences 
issued  as  given  in  the  following  table  includes  six  new 
house  licences,  the  value  of  which  is  additional  to  the 
licensing  quota. 


Building  Licensing 


Repairs 

to 

and  Alterations 
dwellings 

Value 

New 

Houses 

Applications 

No. 

£ 

No. 

Brought  forward  from  1950 

7 

3,565 

98 

Received  1951 

117 

46,246 

33 

124 

49,811 

131 

Granted 

116 

38,482 

6 

Refused  . 

5 

3,272 

— 

Withdrawn  ... 

2 

760 

8 

123 

42,514 

14 

Outstanding  31.12.51 

1 

147 

117 

124 

42,661 

131 

III. 

HOUSING 

(a)  Housing  Progress 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  a 

slow  rate  of 

progress 

although  the  following  table  suggests  that  the  progress  has 
been  actually  slower  than  has,  in  fact,  been  the  case.  A 
considerable  amount  of  preparatory  work  for  the  rapid 
acceleration  of  the  housing  programme  has  been  carried 
out,  especially  in  the  development  of  large  housing  estates 
at  Wetherby  and  Boston  Spa,  i.e.,  roads,  sewers,  water  mains, 
etc.  Furthermore,  the  new  architects  who  have  been 
appointed  have  made  good  progress  in  the  preparation  of 
plans,  specifications  and  quantities,  and  negotiations  with 
builders  at  the  year  end  are  such  that  I  am  confident  that 
in  the  next  report  a  very  different  position  will  be  recorded. 

The  overall  progress  of  the  Council  since  the  end  of  the 
war  is  not  unsatisfactory  and  I  have  to  emphasise  that  the 
nett  increase  of  houses  in  the  district  after  allowing  for  63 
houses  which  have  been  demolished  or  closed,  is  602,  or  5 
new  houses  for  every  42  houses  which  existed  at  the  end  of 
the  war.  The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  housing 
progress  since  1946: — 
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Detailed  Housing:  Progress  since  1946 


Completed  since  end  of  war: — 


Private  New  Houses — Traditional 

do.  Prefabricated 

Conversions  . 


Council  New  Houses — Traditional 

do.  Prefabricated 

Conversions 


96 

2 

99 


197 


181 

228 

59 


Demolished  or  closed  ... 


In  hand  at  year  end: — 

Private — All  types 
Council — All  types 


468 


Total  ...  665 

63 


Nett  increase  602 


20 

38 

—  58 


It  is  regretted  that  the  cost  of  building  still  increases 
and  the  peak  of  building  costs  does  not  yet  seem  to  have 
been  reached.  The  capital  assets  of  the  Council  in  respect 
of  housing  at  the  financial  year  end,  31st  March,  1952,  were 
£1,102,073. 

(b)  Existing  Houses 

Repair  of  existing  Houses 

This  is  a  matter  of  considerable  concern  and  it  is 
depressing  to  have  to  record  that  the  general  standard  of 
houses  continues  to  deteriorate.  It  would  appear  that  unless 
there  is  some  substantial  change  in  national  housing  policy 
we  can  only  look  forward  to  a  progressive  worsening  of  the 
position  in  the  next  few  years. 

Your  Housing  Committee  have  given  very  full  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  problem  of  housing  families  without  homes 
or  living  in  lodgings,  or  living  in  overcrowded  conditions, 
but  the  Council  will  inevitably  be  faced,  in  the  not  too  far 
distant  future,  with  the  problem  of  re-housing  tenants  from 
unfit  houses.  The  reluctance  of  many  owners  (under¬ 
standably)  to  execute  repairs  owing  to  the  high  cost  com¬ 
pared  with  rent  income,  is  the  principal  cause  of  the 
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deterioration  of  housing  to  which  I  have  referred  and  if 
this  tendency  continues  the  Council  will  inevitably  be  faced 
with  a  larger  replacement  programme  than  was  envisaged 
some  years  ago.  A  considerable  number  of  the  old  houses 
within  your  Council’s  district  are  eminently  suitable 
(structurally)  for  reconditioning  but  the  economic  factors 
are  such  that  unless  a  house  is  required  for  owner-occupa¬ 
tion,  the  cost  of  reconditioning  is  usually  prohibitive. 
Tenants  expect  the  Council  to  enforce  the  carrying  out  of 
justifiable  repairs  but  the  present  legislation  covering  the 
repair  of  unfit  houses  is  out  of  date  and  largely  inoperable 
under  present  conditions. 

It  is  inevitable,  therefore,  that  this  problem  of  the  older 
and  unfit  house  will  require  more  and  more  consideration 
by  your  Council.  I  hope,  during  the  ensuing  year,  to  submit 
a  special  report  on  this  matter  giving  details  of  the  con¬ 
ditions,  parish  by  parish,  as  a  basis  for  the  Council  to 
consider  its  policy  for  the  immediate  future. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  the 
reconditioning  of  46  houses,  resulting  in  the  upgrading  of 
20  of  these  from  the  ‘demolition’  to  the  ‘satisfactory’  class. 
This  compares  with  23  houses  in  the  previous  year.  In 
addition,  229  houses  had  repairs  carried  out  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  17  houses  have  been 
demolished,  and  official  representations  have  been  made  in 
respect  of  12  houses. 

Nine  demolition  orders  have  been  issued  during  1951  and 
at  the  year  end  there  was  a  total  of  22  houses  awaiting 
demolition,  of  which  12  were  occupied  and  will  require  the 
re-housing  of  the  tenants  before  the  houses  can  be  removed. 


(c)  Overcrowding 

It  has  again  been  necessary  to  carry  out  many  inspec¬ 
tions  of  alleged  overcrowding  but  in  only  one  case  was 
statutory  overcrowding  discovered.  This  case,  together  with 
a  case  outstanding  from  1950,  has  been  abated,  leaving  no 
cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  on  record  at  the  year  end. 
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HOUSE  CONSTRUCTION  AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1951 
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IV.  DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


(a)  Drainage  and  Sanitary  Conveniences 

The  connection  of  houses  to  the  Tockwith  and  Bilton 
sewerage  schemes  has  been  substantially  completed  and  at 
Weardley,  a  small  sewage  disposal  plant  has  enabled  the 
whole  of  the  village  to  be  served  by  public  sewers.  This  has 
resulted  in  83  additional  houses  being  connected  to  public 
sewers.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  5,210  houses  now  drain 
to  public  sewers,  613  houses  are  connected  to  private  sewage 
works  or  have  satisfactory  septic  tank  drainage,  leaving  only 
225  houses  with  drainage  of  a  type  not  suitable  for  water 
carriage  sanitation. 

116  earth  closets  have  been  converted  to  water  closets 
and  grants  paid  by  the  Council  during  the  year  amount  to 
£240  8s.  lid.  At  the  year  end  there  were  803  houses  still 
with  earth  closets  and  these  are  principally  in  the  parishes 
of  Harewood,  Bramham,  North  Rigton  and  in  the  eastern 
area  of  your  district.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  earth 
closets  during  the  year  encourages  me  in  the  belief  that  all 
possible  conversions  will  be  completed  within  five  years. 


(b)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  (existing) 

The  new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Crimple  Beck,  Long 
Marston  and  Tockwith  are  working  satisfactorily  although 
there  have  been  certain  problems  regarding  drainage  at 
North  End,  Long  Marston  and  at  Bickerton  in  respect  of 
inadequate  and  defective  sewers. 

I  am  exceedingly  perturbed  regarding  the  steady 
deterioration  in  the  condition  of  the  older  works  (which  are 
included  in  schemes  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry 
and  which  will  eventually  become  redundant).  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  works  in  particular  at  Boston  Spa,  Thorner, 
Wighill  and  Weeton  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  and  at 
Thorner  the  structural  condition  of  the  works  is  causing 
anxiety.  The  Wetherby  joint  works  is  also  in  an  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition  as  essential  repair  and  reconditioning 
schemes  at  these  works  (which  form  part  of  the  Thorp  Arch 
sewerage  scheme)  were  planned  to  be  carried  out  four  years 
ago.  If  delay  continues  on  this  scheme  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  Council  to  carry  out  a  number  of  remedial  works  in 
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the  ensuing  year.  In  particular,  urgent  attention  is  needed 
to  the  river  retaining  bank  and  to  two  of  the  percolating 
filters. 

The  accumulation  of  sludge  to  which  I  have  referred  in 
all  my  Annual  Reports,  still  continues,  and  the  position  is 
becoming  more  and  more  difficult.  During  the  year,  how¬ 
ever,  your  Committee  have  considered  the  matter  and  have 
decided  to  purchase  a  mechanical  loading  shovel  which  will 
facilitate  the  handling  and,  it  is  hoped,  the  disposal  of  this 
material. 

All  the  sewers  in  your  district  are  inspected  at  regular 
intervals  and  are  also  treated  for  rodent  infestation. 

(c)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal-— Post-War  Schemes 

The  present  position  is  briefly  as  follows: — 

(i)  Angram.  The  sewering  of  Angram  and  its  connec¬ 
tion  to  Long  Marston  works  has  been  completed  but  cannot 
be  put  into  operation  owing  to  the  non-delivery  of  pumping 
machinery. 

(ii)  Thorp  Arch  Scheme.  The  Minister  has  approved 
the  scheme  in  principle;  tenders  have  been  obtained  and 
are  now  awaiting  approval.  The  importance  of  this  scheme 
in  that  it  will  serve  72  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the 
district  need  not  be  emphasised. 

(iii)  Long  Marston  Scheme.  The  Minister  has  sanc¬ 
tioned  the  installation  of  storm  tanks  at  the  sewage  works 
and  these  were  substantially  completed  at  the  year  end. 

(iv)  Tockwith  and  Bilton  Scheme.  The  scheme  has 
been  completed  during  the  year  although  certain  difficulties 
have  arisen  at  Bickerton  due  to  a  defective  pumping  main. 

(v)  Western  Area  Scheme.  The  Minister  has  approved 
this  scheme  in  principle;  tenders  have  been  invited  and 
submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval. 

(vi)  Weardley.  A  small  sewage  disposal  plant  and  sewer 
extension  has  been  completed  in  this  village. 

(d)  Financial  Statement,  year  ending  31st  March,  1952 

The  total  cost  of  the  service  was  £11,190  7s.  7d.,  but  after 

allowing  for  grants,  the  cost  to  the  ratepayers  was 
£8,826  18s.  6d.,  compared  with  £7,912  in  the  previous  year. 
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Loan  charges  amounted  to  £5,675  Os.  Od. 

Comparative  rate  estimates  for  this  service  with  the 
other  21  Rural  Districts  in  the  West  Riding  are  as  follows:— 

Wetherby  R.D.C.— 1  shilling  5.93  pence  Rate. 

Highest  R.D.C. — 3  shillings  9.21  pence  Rate. 

Average  of  R.D.C.s— 1  shilling  7.65  pence  Rate. 

The  capital  assets  of  the  Council  in  respect  of  sewerage 
amount  to  £172,437  Os.  Od. 

V.  WATER  SUPPLY 
(a)  Private  Supplies 

125  samples  of  water  have  been  collected  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  analysis  and  of  these  65  were  found  to  be  of  unsatis¬ 
factory  purity.  It  has  again  been  possible  to  analyse  every 
private  supply  in  the  district  during  the  year.  53  houses 
have  been  provided  with  a  piped  water  supply  in  lieu  of  wells 
and  springs  and  at  the  year  end  there  were  only  104  houses 
in  the  district  without  a  piped  supply  of  water. 


(b)  Public  Supplies.  General 

The  accompanying  table  gives  full  details  of  water 
supplies  within  your  district.  During  the  year  two  water 
orders  have  been  issued  extending  the  Council’s  area  of 
supply  into  part  of  Nidderdale  R.D.  and  Tadcaster  R.D.  Each 
public  supply  is  subject  to  routine  bacteriological  analysis 
at  fortnightly  intervals  and  220  samples  have  been  sub¬ 
mitted  for  such  analysis.  Of  this  number,  26  samples  were 
of  unsatisfactory  purity. 

S'- 

These  doubtful  samples  were  principally  collected  at 
Harewood  where  the  present  piped  supplies  are  subject  to 
intermittent  contamination.  A  few  doubtful  samples  have 
been  collected  from  the  Eastern  area  supply  and  the  low 
level  supply;  in  each  case  the  water  was  quickly  restored  to 
its  normal  bacteriological  purity  by  adjustment  of  the 
chlorinators.  10  samples  have  been  sent  for  chemical  and 
mineralogical  analysis  and  the  following  table  gives  details 
of  the  hardness  of  the  public  supplies  within  your  district. 
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*Royal  Ordnance  Factory  Supply  in  detail  by  Ministry  of  Supply. 
|2  Naval  Training  Stations  Supply  in  detail  by  Ministry  of  Supply. 
tLascelles  Estate  Supply  in  detail. 


Hardness  of  Public  Water  Supplies 


Supply 

R.O.F.  ... 
Low  Level 
Eastern  Area 
High  Level 
Stockeld 


Hardness  in  parts  per 


Carbonate  or 
Temporary 

304  (22) 
210  (15) 
296  (21) 
28  (2) 
180  (12) 


Non-Carbonate 
or  Permanent 

116  (8) 

42  (3) 

214  (15) 

12  (1) 

-  (— ) 


million 


Total 

420  (30) 
252  (18) 
510  (36) 
40  (3) 

180  (12) 


NOTE. — Figures  in  parenthesis  give  hardness  in  “  Clark’s  Scale  ” 
degrees. 


(c)  Public  Supplies,  Wetherby  R.D.C. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  a  considerable  volume  of 
work  in  respect  of  the  public  supplies  and  your  Water  Com¬ 
mittee  have  made  a  number  of  important  decisions.  It  is 
not,  however,  considered  desirable  to  report  in  detail  at  this 
stage  on  the  work  accomplished. 

The  Council  now  supply  water  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  Rural  District  with  the  exception  of  the  parishes  of 
Kirkby  Overblow  and  Weeton  and  part  of  the  parish  of 
Harewood,  and  a  supply  of  water  is  given  in  detail  to  17,114 
persons.  The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  the 
year  amounts  to  203,000,000  gallons,  equivalent  to  32  gallons 
per  person  per  day. 

The  principal  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  as 
follows: — 

(i)  Approval  in  principle  of  a  comprehensive  scheme 
of  development  of  water  supply  for  the  district 
with  the  following  objectives: — 

(a)  Elimination  of  large-scale  public  purchases  of 
water. 

(b)  Provision  of  alternative  supplies  for  each 
supply  area. 

(c)  Supply  of  water  of  medium  hardness. 

(d)  Avoidance  of  unnecessary  expenditure  on 
development  of  mains. 

(ii)  Improvement  of  production  from  existing  bore¬ 
holes. 

(iii)  Elimination  of  waste  by  an  effective  waste  detec¬ 
tion  service. 

(iv)  Increase  in  the  reserve  supplies  of  water. 

(v)  Improvement  of  the  distribution  system.  Under 
this  heading  a  number  of  water  main  interlinkage 
schemes  have  been  approved  and  have  been  con¬ 
structed,  or  will  shortly  be  constructed. 

(vi)  Improvement  in  the  quality  of  water. 

(vii)  Re-connection  of  premises  to  the  water  mains  to 
eliminate  anomalies  and  lack  of  uniformity  in  the 
method  of  supply  and  charges  for  water. 
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A  heavy  burden  which  has  fallen  on  the  Council  is  the 
liability  for  repair  of  all  communication  pipes,  i.e.,  any 
service  pipe  between  the  water  main  and  the  boundary  of 
the  highway  in  which  the  pipe  is  laid.  During  the  year  65 
communication  pipes  were  entirely  re-laid  and  21  defective 
water  mains  repaired.  In  addition,  696  taps  were  re- 
washered  at  275  premises. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  5  major  water  main 
fractures  involving  a  partial  failure  of  supply. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  notwithstanding  many  diffi¬ 
culties,  letters  of  appreciation  of  improved  water  supply 
have  been  received  from  time  to  time  from  consumers.  The 
total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  under 
review  was  55.  Of  these  complaints  approximately  one  half 
related  to  inadequate  supplies  of  water  from  various  causes, 
ranging  from  stop  taps  which  had  been  closed  and  for¬ 
gotten  by  the  consumer,  to  major  water  main  fractures.  One 
quarter  of  the  complaints  were  in  respect  of  dirty  water  and 
these  were  principally  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  before 
the  regular  system  of  water  main  flushing  had  been  intro¬ 
duced  .  All  water  mains  are  now  flushed  at  monthly 
intervals  and,  in  consequence,  there  has  been  a  considerable 
reduction  in  complaints  of  dirty  water. 

(d)  Public  Supplies,  Wetherby  R.D.C.  Proposed  Schemes 

(i)  Stockeltl  Borehole.  The  new  borehole  to  which  I  referred  in  my 
last  report  has  now  been  sunk  to  a  total  depth  of  600  ft.  The 
borehole  has  been  tested  with  the  only  available  pump  and  the 
tests  were  satisfactory.  In  consequence,  at  the  year  end,  your 
Council  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  their  scheme  for  the  linking  up  of  this  borehole  to 
supply  Sicklinghall,  Spofforth,  Kearby  and  Wetherby.  In 
December,  1951,  the  borehole  commenced  to  overflow  at  the 
surface  approximately  6  weeks  after  the  termination  of  the 
pumping  tests. 

It  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  undue  delay  in  the 
approval  of  the  interlinkage  scheme  as  the  difficulties  of  supply 
at  Sicklinghall  waterworks  are  increasingly  grave  as  in  addition 
to  the  declining  level  of  the  borehole,  the  pumping  plant  is 
showing  signs  of  considerable  wear  and  there  is  now  a  danger 
of  a  major  mechanical  breakdown. 

(ii)  Angram  Scheme.  The  scheme  of  water  main  extension  from 
Long  Marston  to  Angram  has  now  been  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  a  starting  date 
of  April,  1952,  has  been  fixed. 

(iii)  Wothersome  and  Hope  Hall  Scheme.  This  scheme  which 
has  been  under  consideration  for  a  number  of  years  received 
the  Ministry’s  sanction  at  the  year  end  and  it  is  hoped  that 
constructional  works  will  commence  early  in  1952. 

(iv)  Fox  Hill — Ainsty  Inter  linkage,  Wetherby.  In  order  to  overcome 
difficulties  of  supply  in  the  Kirk  Deighton  area  due  to  the 
Council  housing  development  at  Wetherby,  a  scheme  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  for  an  interlinkage  and  duplication 
main  from  Wetherby  to  the  Ainsty  housing  estate.  Constructional 
work  on  this  scheme  will  commence  early  in  1952. 

(v)  Harewood  and  Dunkeswlck  Scheme.  I  regret  to  report  that 
there  is  still  no  progress  on  this  scheme,  the  cost  of  which  was 
guaranteed  by  your  Council  to  Leeds  Corporation  in  1949.  In 
view  of  the  unsatisfactory  quality  of  water  in  this  parish  the 
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scheme  is  an  urgent  necessity.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  rights  of  water  supply  for  the  parish  of  Harewood  were 
granted  to  the  Leeds  Waterworks  Company  by  an  Act  passed  in 
1847  and  the  Leeds  Corporation  Waterworks  Act  of  1852  also 
included  the  rights  of  supply  in  this  area.  Successive  Leeds 
Corporation  Waterworks  Acts  re-stated  that  the  rights  of  supply 
for  Harewood  are  vested  in  Leeds  Corporation.  105  years  have 
passed,  therefore,  and  still  the  parish  is  without  the  promised 
water  supply. 

VI.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  TRANSPORT  AND  SALVAGE 

(a)  Development  of  Service 

Again  I  have  to  report  the  efficient  operation  of  the 
service  during  the  year.  There  has  been  no  major  change 
but  it  is  becoming  evident  that  during  the  ensuing  year 
your  Committee  must  give  consideration  to  a  number  of 
matters  of  importance.  Since  1946  when  the  service  com¬ 
menced,  665  houses  have  been  erected  and  the  majority  of 
these  are  semi-detached  houses  with  long  lengths  of  carry 
for  the  collection  of  dustbins.  This  has  inevitably  caused 
a  considerable  strain  on  the  collection  service  and  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  obvious  that  any  increase  in  proper¬ 
ties  will  cause  delays  in  collection.  At  the  present  time, 
due  to  periods  of  illness,  Bank  Holidays,  etc.,  when  there  is 
a  loss  of  working  time,  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  overcome 
the  lost  collection  time.  This  is  a  major  problem  and  the 
solution  appears  to  require  a  decision  as  to  the  setting  up  of 
either  an  additional  collection  area  or  alternatively  the 
replacement  of  a  number  of  the  existing  small  capacity 
vehicles  with  larg  ecapacity  vehicles  in  order  to  give  econo¬ 
mical  and  rapid  collection  of  refuse.  Many  ratepayers  are 
asking  for  a  weekly  instead  of  a  fortnightly  collection  and  I 
think  it  desirable  that  the  Council  should  again  consider 
this  matter  and  state  their  policy. 

(b)  Transport 

The  transport  of  the  department  is  the  same  as  I 
reported  in  my  last  Annual  Report.  Provision  of  additional 
garages  and  stores  has  been  considered  during  the  year  and 
it  is  hoped  that  during  the  ensuing  year  the  scheme  which 
has  been  provisionally  approved  will  be  carried  into  effect. 
Apart  from  the  proper  housing  of  the  vehicles,  additional 
accommodation  is  essential  before  any  scheme  for  the  direct 
maintenance  of  plant  and  vehicles  can  be  put  into  effect. 
Your  Committee,  during  the  year,  considered  this  matter 
and  have  approved  the  setting  up  of  a  maintenance  scheme 
as  soon  as  facilities  are  available. 


(c)  Refuse  Disposal 

Further  consideration  has  been  given  during  the  year 
to  this  matter  and  it  has  been  decided  to  acquire  additional 
tipping  sites  at  Bramham  and  Collingham,  while  as  a  result 
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of  the  acquisition  of  land  for  housing  at  Spofforth,  a  site 
has  become  available  where  constructional  tipping  is  an 
urgent  necessity  in  order  that  the  site  may  be  properly 
developed.  The  Council  have  reaffirmed  their  policy  of 
reducing  to  an  economic  minimum  the  number  of  tipping 
sites  and  during  the  forthcoming  year  the  tips  at  Bardsey 
and  East  Keswick  will  be  closed.  The  Council  have  also 
considered  the  problem  of  fully  controlled  tipping  and  have 
decided  to  purchase  a  mechanical  loading  shovel  to 
facilitate  this  work. 

In  the  meantime,  the  purchase  of  sealing  and  covering 
material  is  a  heavy  item  of  expenditure  on  the  Public 
Cleansing  account. 

(d)  Financial  and  General  Statement 

The  total  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year,  including 
provision  of  dustbins  and  cesspit  emptying  is  £9,826,  of  which 
sum  £6,006  was  the  cost  of  labour,  £2,111  the  cost  of  vehicles 
and  £606  the  cost  of  refuse  disposal.  The  total  cost  shows 
an  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  largely 
accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  refuse  disposal 
and  an  increase  in  wages.  Comparison  of  rate  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  the  service  with  other  rural  districts  in  the 
West  Riding  shows: — 

Wetherby  R.D.C.— 1  shilling  4.12  pence  Rate. 

Highest  R.D.C. — 3  shillings  9.76  pence  Rate. 

Average — 2  shillings  0.05  pence  Rate. 

Details  of  work  carried  out  are:  — 


Annual  cost  per  house,  31/-d. 


Mileage  of  motor  vehicles 

38,819 

Petrol  used  (in  gallons) . 

5,001 

Premises  visited  ...  . 

...  217,163 

Bins  emptied  . 

202,247 

Middens  cleansed . 

3,386 

Pail  closets  emptied  . 

11,530 

Loads  removed  ...  . 

2,851 

Cesspool  and  septic  tanks  emptied 

1,067 

Loads  from  cesspools 

1,172 

*These  figures  include  collection  of  salvage. 


(e)  Salvage 

The  collection  and  segregation  of  waste  materials, 
particularly  paper  and  rags,  has  continued.  Financial 
details  in  respect  of  this  service  are  as  follows: — 

£  s.  d. 

Sales  of  salvage  .  2,567  4  0 

Expenditure  including  salvage  bonus  1,652  13  11 


Balance  to  rate  fund  ...  £914  10  1 
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The  salvage  sold  is  equivalent  to  £126  Os.  Od.  per  1,000 
population  or  2/6d.  per  head  of  population.  Since  the  incep¬ 
tion  of  the  salvage  scheme  in  1940  the  total  value  of 
materials  sold  is  £15,178  5s.  lOd.  or  an  average  per  year  of 
£1,517. 

I  regret  to  report  that  at  the  year  end  there  was  evi¬ 
dence  that  during  the  ensuing  year  the  price  obtainable  for 
salvaged  materials  will  be  substantially  reduced  and  the 
excellent  financial  results  which  have  been  achieved  this 
year  are  therefore  not  likely  to  continue. 

(f)  Dustbin  Provision  Scheme 

The  scheme  has  worked  well  and  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  ratepayers. 

406  bins  were  issued  during  the  year  and  3  were  sold. 
The  nett  cost  to  the  rates  was  approximately  a  penny  rate. 


VII.  ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 


This  work,  although  not  spectacular,  is  nevertheless  an 
important  duty  and  during  the  year  it  has  been  possible  to 
secure  the  abatement  of  1,050  nuisances,  details  of  which 
are  given  in  the  appendix.  Details  of  Statutory  Notices  are 
as  follows: — 


Statutory  Notices 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 


Sec.  138  Provide  water 

Out¬ 

standing 

31/12/50 

18 

Issued 

1951 

7 

Abated 

1951 

12 

Out¬ 

standing 

31/12/51 

13 

,,  47  Convert  E.C. 

W.C. 

to 

12 

2 

3 

11 

,,  93  General  nuisances 

8 

3 

4 

7 

,,  39  Drainage  includ¬ 

ing  provision  of 
sinks 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Sec.  9  Demolition  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Town  Planning  Act,  1947 

Secs.  23  and  24 

•  •  • 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Prevention  of  Damage 
Pests  Act,  1949 

by 

— 

3 

3 

— 

41 

22 

26 

37 
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VIII.  SUPERVISION  OF  WORKPLACES 


(a)  Factories  Act,  1937 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  achieved  under 
this  heading: — 


Type  of  Factory 

Regis¬ 

tered 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Factories  with  power  ... 

94 

86 

2 

2 

Factories  without  power 

83 

91 

1 

2 

Other  premises... 

69 

83 

1 

1 

246 

260 

4 

5 

Defects  found  were: — 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  2 

Defective  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  2 


(b)  Shops  Act,  1934 

Inspections  of  54  shops  and  offices  have  been  made 
during  the  year  and  5  contraventions  were  found  and 
abated. 


IX.  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD— GENERAL 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  under  this  heading 
although  it  has  not  yet  been  possible,  owing  to  pressure  of 
other  duties,  to  complete  the  survey  of  premises  where  food 
is  prepared,  stored  or  sold;  every  endeavour  will  be  made  to 
complete  this  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  byelaws 
governing  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and 
the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air  became  effective  on  the  23rd 
July,  1951,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  byelaws  will  be  of 
considerable  assistance  in  work  designed  to  secure  clean 
food.  The  byelaws  represent  a  considerable  step  forward  in 
the  control  of  conditions  under  which  food  is  sold  and 
although  the  powers  are  defective  in  many  respects,  the 
byelaws  do  take  into  account  the  shortages  of  numerous 
materials  and  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  essential  building 
alterations.  Generally  the  retailers  in  the  district  should 
have  little  difficulty  in  complying  with  the  whole  of  the 
provisions  under  the  byelaws. 

(b)  Food  Inspection 

The  following  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  consump¬ 


tion: 


Commodity. 

Reason  for  Condemnation. 

Weight. 

Beef  . 

Decomposition  . 

51 

lb. 

Bacon  and  Ham 

Decomposition  . 

81 

lb. 

Tinned  foods  ... 

Blown  and  punctured  tins  (51) 

187 

lb. 

Bottled  foods  ... 

5  bottles — mouldy  contents 

5 

lb. 

325 

lb. 
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The  arrangements  whereby  the  meat  received  for 
distribution  comes  from  the  Leeds  centre  has  continued  and 
the  method  of  distribution  has  been  closely  watched.  While 
there  has  been  some  improvement,  methods  of  distribution 
still  leave  much  to  be  desired. 

(c)  Milk 

15  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  of  which  one  was  unsatisfactory.  3  samples  were 
taken  for  biological  examination  (for  the  presence  of 
tuberculosis)  and  were  all  free  from  infection. 

There  are  now  12  retailers  of  milk  registered  with  the 
Council.  Producer-Retailers  are  not  registered  as  their 
registration  is  the  responsibility  of  the-  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  up  to  the  farm  gate.  An  arrangement  has  been 
made  with  the  County  Council  which  is  the  supervising 
authority  for  pasteurisation  of  milk  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
duplication  of  sampling,  copies  of  the  results  of  samples  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  County  sampling  officers  are  sent  to  your 
Medical  Officer  and  myself.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  there 
has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  samples  submitted 
during  the  year. 

Various  supplementary  and  dealers’  licences  issued  by 
the  Council  for  graded  milks  total  13. 

(d)  Ice  Cream 

30  premises  are  registered  with  the  Council  for  the  sale 
of  ice  cream  and  one  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 
During  the  year,  45  samples  were  collected  for  analysis,  of 
which  40  were  satisfactory  and  5  unsatisfactory.  This  is  a 
substantial  improvement  on  results  of  previous  years  and  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  the  retailers  and  manufacturer 
of  ice  cream  have  co-operated  excellently  in  their  efforts  to 
produce  and  sell  a  satisfactory  product.  Much  of  the  ice 
cream  sold  in  the  district  is  manufactured  elsewhere  and 
when  an  unsatisfactory  sample  is  collected,  immediate 
contact  is  made  with  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the 
district  in  which  the  ice  cream  is  made.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
that  there  has  been  complete  co-operation  between  my 
colleagues  in  other  districts  and  myself,  with  a  view  to 
securing  the  necessary  improvement. 

X.  MISCELLANEOUS 

(a)  Camping  and  Movable  Dwellings 

A  steady  improvement  in  the  condition  of  licensed  sites 
is  continuing  and  there  are  now  330  movable  dwellings  on 
12  licensed  sites.  Towards  the  year  end  your  Committee 
considered  the  need  for  additional  sites  in  the  area  and 
decided  to  try  as  an  experiment  a  policy  of  dispersal  in  small 
numbers  on  individual  farms  where  the  farms  have  the 
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necessary  water  supply  and  sanitary  facilities.  Details  of 
the  scheme  are  to  be  worked  out  with  the  Planning  Officer 
early  in  1952. 

The  inability  of  many  persons  to  find  housing  accom¬ 
modation  (particularly  in  the  adjoining  city  area)  has 
resulted  in  a  number  of  them  purchasing  modern  caravans 
for  permanent  housing  until  more  suitable  facilities  are 
available,  and  we  have  received  a  large  number  of  enquiries 
regarding  sites  in  the  district.  Your  Council  have  considered 
this  matter  and  have  decided  to  oppose  the  use  of  caravans 
for  permanent  occupation  other  than  in  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances,  for  instance  where  urgent  accommodation  is 
required  for  an  agricultural  worker.  There  is  considerable 
resentment  and  a  feeling  that  the  Council  is  too  hard  in 
this  matter  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  enquirers  are  not 
residents  of  this  district  but  of  adjoining  districts,  and  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  in  those  districts  for 
temporary  accommodation  until  the  housing  position 
improves. 

(b)  Public  Conveniences 

(i)  Wetherby.  These  conveniences  have  continued  to 
give  every  satisfaction  and  the  income  from  them  indicates 
the  extensive  use  to  which  they  are  put. 

(ii)  Boston  Spa.  Work  on  the  construction  of  the  new 
public  conveniences  commenced  during  the  year  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed  early  in  1952. 

(iii)  King  George  Playing  Fields,  Wetherby.  The 
Wetherby  Parish  Council  have  commenced  the  erection  of 
satisfactory  public  conveniences,  together  with  changing 
rooms  for  sports  and  swimming.  The  need  for  these  con¬ 
veniences  at  this  popular  riverside  open  space  has  been 
apparent  for  a  considerable  period  and  the  new  con¬ 
veniences  will  enable  the  present  pail  closets  to  be 
abolished. 

(iv)  Financial.  The  income  from  public  conveniences 
during  the  year  amounted  to  £239  17s.  5d. ;  the  expenditure 
was  £424  10s.  2d.,  but  this  included  loan  charges  on  the  loans 
raised  for  the  erection  of  the  Boston  Spa  public  conveniences 
from  which  as  yet  there  is  no  income. 

(c)  Petroleum  Act,  1928 

The  inspection  of  50  petrol  filling  stations  and  private 
petrol  tanks  is  made  at  regular  intervals  in  order  to  ensure 
that  licensing  conditions  are  observed. 

(d)  Civil  Defence 

Some  preliminary  work  has  been  done  under  this 
heading  during  the  year  in  respect  of  Rescue,  Pioneer, 
Water  Supply,  Sewerage  and  Mortuary  services  which  are 
the  responsibility  of  my  department.  My  deputy,  Mr, 
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Barnsley,  and  I  have  each  attended  a  course  of  training  as 
general  instructors  and  have  obtained  the  appropriate 
Instructor’s  Certificate.  The  reluctance  of  the  public  to 
volunteer  for  the  Civil  Defence  Corps  is  restricting  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  services. 

(e)  Schools 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  attention  given  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  schools  during  the  year  and  a  number 
of  improvements  have  been  achieved  in  the  provision  of 
piped  water  supply  and  the  conversion  of  earth  closets  to 
water  closets.  At  the  year  end  there  remain  three  schools 
within  the  district  still  provided  with  earth  closets  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  conveniences  at  two  of  these  schools  will  be 
converted  during  the  ensuing  year. 

(f)  Dangerous  Buildings 

Two  dangerous  buildings,  including  Wetherby  Mill,  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year. 

(g)  Loan  Charges 

335  Loan  Charge  requisitions  were  referred  to  me  for 
information. 

(h)  Rodent  Control 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  the  operation  of  the  new 
Act  controlling  this  matter  and  details  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  are  as  follows:  — 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Total  inspections  of  properties  ...  ...  272 

Premises  infested  by  rats  (major)  ...  ...  6 

Premises  infested  by  rats  (minor)  .  53 

Premises  seriously  infested  by  mice  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  treated .  63 

Notices  served  requiring  treatment .  3 


The  Council’s  policy  of  assisting  occupiers  of  premises 
infested  with  rats  or  mice  has  been  continued. 

It  is  found  that  the  Council’s  sewers  are  to  a  large 
degree  free  from  infestation  and  it  has  only  been  necessary 
during  the  year  to  give  one  treatment  to  the  sewers  in  place 
of  the  half-yearly  treatments  previously  applied. 

(i)  Contracts 

Contracts  of  various  kinds  have  taken  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  work  and  the  contracts  ranged  from  the  carrying 
out  of  work  in  default  of  owners  under  Statutory  Notice,  to 
permanent  schemes  such  as  the  Boston  Spa  public  con¬ 
veniences  and  the  Wetherby  car  park. 

Contracts  brought  forward  from  1950 — 9 — £4,896. 

Contracts  under  tender  during  1951 — 11 — £9,187. 
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APPENDIX  A 


Statement  required  by  Article  27  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935 

Housing  Nuisances 

Out-  Out- 


standing 

Found 

Abated 

standing 

31/12/50 

1951 

1951 

31/12/51 

Dirty  and/or  verminous 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Dis-repair  . 

74 

240 

229 

85 

Drainage : 

Defective 

17 

95 

102 

10 

Inadequate 

10 

70 

80 

- - 

Blocked  . 

— 

53 

53 

_ 

Defective  sinks  . 

5 

35 

38 

2 

Light  and  ventilation  (inad.) 

9 

10 

12 

7 

Overcrowding . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Paving  (inad. /defective) 

11 

28 

36 

3 

Refuse  Storage: 

Pail  closet  renewal 

3 

4 

6 

1 

Middens  abolished 

24 

40 

39 

25 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
Defective 

4 

38 

39 

3 

Inadequate  . 

2 

23 

22 

3 

Conversions  to  W.C. 

40 

96 

116 

20 

Conversions  to  pail  closets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Serious  dampness 

18 

10 

17 

11 

Sewage  disposal: 
Unsatisfactory 

2 

25 

24 

3 

Direct  to  streams 

1 

4 

5 

— 

Water  supply  (unsatisfactory) 

58 

25 

53 

30 

Miscellaneous : 

General 

6 

6 

Rodent  infestation 

3 

25 

27 

1 

Food  storage  (unsatis¬ 
factory) 

2 

12 

14 

— 

284 

863 

943 

204 

General  Nuisances 

(total  of  premises  or  cases  dealt  with) 

Out¬ 
standing  Found 

Abated 

Out¬ 

standing 

31/12/50 

1951 

1951 

31/12/51 

Accumulation  (offensive) 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Animal  Keeping 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Dangerous  buildings . 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Food  premises  (defects) 

2 

15 

14 

3 

Factories 

3 

4 

5 

2 

Rodent  Infestation  . 

— 

24 

24 

— 

River  and  Stream  pollution  . . . 

— 

10 

9 

1 
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Sewerage  : 


Blocked  sewers 

— 

20 

20 

Defective  sewers 

— 

4 

4 

Shops  (defects) 

— 

5 

5 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

20 

19 

Total  General  Nuisances 

7 

108 

107 

Total  all  Nuisances 

291 

971 

1050 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  SERVICES 


Piped  water  supply  ... 

77 

Baths  . 

Water  closets  (new)... 

116 

Hot  water 

Re-drainage  ... 

54 

Sewer  connections 

Septic  tanks  ... 

11 

Sinks 

2 


8 


212 


34 

33 

83 

37 


NOTICES  ISSUED, 

Outstanding,  1950  . 

ETC. 

Informal 

71 

Statutory 

41 

Issued,  1951  . 

...  565 

22 

Complied  with,  1951  ...  . 

...  558 

26 

Outstanding  31/12/51 . 

78 

37 

Legal  Proceedings  . 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Building  Byelaws  (New  Buildings) 

470 

Building  Licensing . 

630 

Bakehouses  ... 

66 

Slaughterhouses  . 

16 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . 

134 

Conversion  of  Earth  Closets 

831 

Camping  . 

240 

Factories  Act  . 

260 

Food  Premises  . 

301 

Nuisances  General . 

270 

Housing  Nuisances . 

1072 

Housing  (incl.  Rural  Housing  Survey) 

463 

Housing  Programme  (New  Houses) 

330 

(see  also  Building  Byelaws) 

Ice  Cream  ...  . 

143 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  (unfit) 

54 

Public  Cleansing  . 

610 

Salvage  .  . 

157 

Rodent  Control  (Rodent  Operative  272  Premises)  ... 

131 

Sewerage  . 

360 

Sewerage  (proposed  schemes)  ... 

121 

Schools  .  . 

84 

Shops  (sanitation) . 

54 

Town  Planning  . 

627 

Waterworks . 

855 

Waterworks  proposed  schemes  ... 

...  ...  ... 

410 

Miscellaneous  . 

...  ...  ... 

331 

44 


. 


